September 14, 2011
Preschool Parents,

Welcome to a new school year!  We are excited to be working with your kids this year!

We had a great morning today, with lots of happy faces and not a tear to be seen!  We had a slow paced day where we had circle time, played in the playroom, did an art project, some drawing, played outside, had a snack and learned our classroom rules.  It was a great day all around!

Here is a short summary of our orientation yesterday and a few things I forgot to mention…

I highlighted the different and really important stuff in the Parent Handbook and talked about the change in our inclement weather police; if Shoreline schools are late OR cancelled we will not have school.  So no late start for us this year!  We will make up snow days if necessary.  Also, this year we have to enforce our late payment policies, so if tuition checks are not in the box mid month you will receive an invoice for a $15 late fee.  I did not cover everything so please make sure you are familiar with all of the policies in the hand book.
I also talked about what your child will be learning this year and my hopes to prepare them for a smooth transition to Kindergarten next year.  I will keep you posted of the units and themes through our classroom calendar and monthly newsletters, which you will receive via email, can find on the preschool website, or there is a copy outside our classroom door.  Incase your wondering how your child does everyday; the kids each receive a stamp on their hand at the end of the day if they follow the three classroom rules, so a stamp means they had a great day!  I will let you know if problems arise, either after class or via email that afternoon, but if you don’t hear from me, then that means we have not had a problem that we could not resolve in class.
I also mentioned that I am an e-mail and computer person!  The easiest way to reach me is email (preschool@shorelinecovenant.org).  I do answer my phone, but email is an easier way for me to communicate with 3 boys and their schedules.  We also have an interactive website (www.shorelinecovenantpreschool.org) that will include our class calendar and monthly newsletters, so check that first if you have a scheduling question.
[image: image1.wmf]A few things I did not mention… Birthdays can be celebrated in our class!  If you would like to bring a special treat on or around your child’s birthday please let me know ahead of time and we will have a special snack time that day.  Another big thing I forgot to mention is that starting in October we will be having a special circle time twice a month where we learn some Spanish skills.  Mrs. Thwing will be joining us and working with the kids (and teachers) to introduce some Spanish vocabulary that fits in with our learning units, so in October we will be learning things like Head, Sholders, Knees and Toes in Spanish and a few other things that will go along with our body awareness unit.  Finally, if your child is sick and going to miss school, please call/email me or call the church office and let us know, as we try and wait for everyone to arrive before starting our morning circle time.  
Ask your kids if they remember any of the classroom rules we talked about today and see if they remember what my favorite animal is…that is it for now!  We are looking forward to getting to know your children!


Mrs. Samuelson and Mrs. Wall
